
	
	
 
To News Editors  

For Immediate Release                                                          19th October, 2017  

Press Invitation 

The Chinese University of Hong Kong 

 
Experts share lessons learned in advancing legal gender recognition and shed light on 
public consultation on legal gender recognition in Hong Kong that ends on 31st October   

Press Interview 

1:15-1:45pm, 20th October, 2017, W Hotel (Kowloon Station)  

The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Asia Pacific Transgender Network, United Nations 
Development Programme is organizing a ‘Transgender People and Allies Forum on Legal 
Gender Recognition’ on 20 October 2017. 
 
International experts share lessons learned from their experiences in Argentina, 
Australia, Malta, and beyond, in advancing legal gender recognition in their respective 
countries. These experiences shed light on the public consultation on legal gender 
recognition launched by the Hong Kong Government, following the W v Registrar of 
Marriages case1. These experts are available for interview on 20 October 2017 at 13:15-
13:45 at Meeting Room 3, 7th Floor, W Hotel, Kowloon Station. They include: 
  
Iñaki Regueiro De Giacomi is Coordinator of the Gender Desk of the Public Defender ́s 
Office for Children, Judiciary of the city of Buenos Aires, Argentina (Asesoría General 
Tutelar). The Office is dedicated mainly to access to justice for trans and intersex children 
and youth. Lawyer – Law School, University of Buenos Aires, Argentina. LL.M. (Master of 
Laws) - Syracuse University, New York. U.S.A. Master of International Human Rights Law - 
Law School, University of Buenos Aires, Argentina (thesis pending). LGBTI rights activist. 
Member of AboSex (Lawyers for Sexual Rights, Abogad*s por los Derechos Sexuales) of 
Argentina. Former member of the movement that advocated for and drafted the 2012 gender 
identity law. 
 
Laura Sweeney is the Specialist LGBTI Adviser at the Australian Human Rights 
Commission. She leads the Commission’s strategic advocacy and project work to protect the 
human rights of LGBTI people. She has represented the Commission at a number of regional 
events, including the UN Women ‘Regional Consultation on Promoting and Protecting the 
Rights of Lesbians, Bisexual Women, Transgender and Intersex Persons’ and the APF-UNDP 
Conference ‘Celebrating 10 Years of the Yogyakarta Principles: What have we learnt and 
where to now?’. Prior to joining the Commission Laura worked at the New South Wales Gay 
																																																								
1	About Public consultation on gender recognition, please visit the website below: 
http://www.info.gov.hk/gia/general/201706/23/P2017062300575.htm 
	



	
	
and Lesbian Rights Lobby and A Gender Agenda, an advocacy organisation for trans, gender 
diverse and intersex people, where she focused on the legal recognition of gender identity. 
 
Cianán Russell is the Human Rights & Advocacy Officer at APTN. They oversee the 
advocacy framework for APTN, organises regional consultations and capacity building 
workshops, leads the engagement with the UN human rights mechanisms, and collects and 
disseminates regional information about the state of trans rights and human rights processes 
in the region. Cianán received a Bachelor’s degree in 2004 from the University of Iowa and a 
Doctorate in 2008 from Purdue University. Before moving to Asia, they also worked on the 
teaching faculty at Georgia Institute of Technology in Chemistry. Cianán has expertise in 
qualitative and quantitative human subjects research methods, assessment, and international 
human rights issues. Cianán has worked in trans activism since 2001 in the US, Thailand, and 
regionally in Asia and the Pacific, and also serves on the Advisory Committee of 
Trans(Forming), a trans people of color-led organistion in Atlanta, GA, USA and on the Core 
Organising Team of the Trans Professional Association for Transgender Health.  
 
Sam Winter is a psychologist by training and professional experience. Since 2000 he has 
researched, taught and published in transgender health, as well as working with transgender 
clients. He worked for 30 years at the University of Hong Kong, and now heads up a 
sexology team in the School of Public Health at Curtin University in Perth. He has worked 
with a number of UN agencies (including UNDP, WHO, UNAIDS and UNESCO), as well as 
with community organisations working on health issues for transgender people. He was a 
commissioned lead author for papers in a recent series on transgender health in the medical 
journal Lancet. He is a board member of the World Professional Association for Transgender 
Health (WPATH) and was on the authoring team for the WPATH Standards of Care (SOC-
7), which guides Hospital Authority services for transgender people in Hong Kong. 
 
Jack Byrne is human rights researcher from Aotearoa/New Zealand. He worked as a Senior 
Policy Analyst at the New Zealand Human Rights Commission from 2005 - 2014, and project 
managed its Transgender Inquiry. Since then he has worked on trans human rights issues 
across Asia Pacific. Jack is the co-author of UNDP’s regional legal gender recognition report 
based on legal and policy reviews in nine countries in Asia, including Thailand and the 
Philippines. He has written and spoken extensively on legal gender recognition, for academic, 
policy, and trans community audiences. Jack is a trans man and values opportunities to 
support discussions between trans communities and policy makers in Asia Pacific, and 
internationally. 
 
If you are interested to interview these experts and/or know more about the events, please 
contact Ms Eliz WONG at your earliest convenience, at 6575 6357, or at 
elizwongmy@cuhk.edu.hk 


